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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, Including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, arid the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
2/8/2007 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to newly added claims 1 1 -20 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claims 1-10 have been canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



4. Claims 1 1-15, 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ellis et al. (US 2005.0028208 A1) - hereinafter referred to as E208. 

Regarding claim 11, E208 discloses a method for displaying programming information in 
a display of a remote control device having a memory (e.g., displaying program guide 
information in a display of remote access device 24 having a memory 56 - see include, 
but are not limited to, figures 5, 8-10). E208 furtlier discloses user selects a particular 
button/key on the remote access device to command operations of a plurality of 
appliances such as commanding particular recording device to record a program, 
commanding the set top box to tune to particular channel, or commanding the user 
television equipment to send favorite program guide infomnation for display on the 
display of the remote access device, etc. - see include, but are not limited to, figures 
2a-5, 7-10, paragraphs 0107-0110, 0125-0127, 0138). Thus, a library of command 
codes for use in commanding operations of a plurality of appliances must be stored in 
the memory (e.g. storage 56) of the remote access device so that when the user select 
a button/key using the remote access device 24, a particular device at the user 
television equipment performs appropriate operation (e.g. recording, setting reminder, 
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generate favorite program guide, tune to a channel, etc.) in response to the command 
from the remote access device; the method comprising: 

accepting user input into the remote control device that functions to create a 
favorite page displayable in the display of the remote control comprised of a plurality of 
icons wherein each of the plurality of icons is associated with a channel that is tunable 
to by at least one of the plurality appliances (receiving user input into the remote access 
device such as user profiles/preferences settings, favorite program settings, select to 
display program guide, etc.; the selected program guide displayed in the display of the 
remote access device comprised of a plurality of icons such as channel icons, program 
title icons, etc. wherein each of the plurality of icons (e.g. channel icon, program icon, 
etc.) is associated with a channel (e.g. channel 2 (CBS), channel 47 (HBO), etc.) that is 
tunable by at least the set top box, recording device for view or recording - see include, 
but are not limited to, figures 3-4, 7-10, paragraphs 0107-110, 1 12-115, 0123-0126, 
0134); 

accepting user input into the remote control device that functions to setup the 
favorite page (receiving user input using the remote access device to perform user 
profile/preference settings, favorite programs/channels settings, etc. - see include, but 
are not limited to, paragraphs 0107-0110, 0123-0126). E208 further discloses E208 
further discloses user selects a particular buttons/icons (e.g. program title icon, channel 
icon, theme icon, reminder, recording, etc.) on the displayed screen to command a 
particular device at the user television equipment to perform associated function such 
as tune to a channel/program associated with the selected icon to view, to record, etc., - 
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see include, but are not limited to, figures 2a-5, 7-10, 18-22. paragraphs 0107-0110, 
0125-0127, 0134, 0138, 0163-0164, 0171). Thus, each of the plurality of icons is 
inherently associated with at least one command code selected from the library of 
command codes with the at least one command code selected from the library of 
command codes being appropriated such that, when transmitted program the remote 
control device, an intended recipient one of the plurality of appliances will tune to the 
channel associated with a respective one of each of the plurality of icons so that a 
selected device perfomris the function (e.g. tune to the selected channel) associated 
with the selected channel icon on the screen. 

accepting user input into the remote control device that functions to select a one 
of the plurality icons from the favorite page while the favorite page is displayed in the 
display of the remote control device (receiving user input to select a channel icon, 
program icon, etc. from program guide screen displayed on the remote access device- 
see include, but are not limited to, figures 7-10, paragraphs 01 15-01 17, 0123-0127, 
incorporated by reference US 2003/0066085 -hereinafter referred to as Boyer, figures 
15-16,27); 

an in response to the user selecting one of the plurality of icons, displaying in the 
display of the remote control device in a first window area information relevant to 
content available from a provider of content on the channel associated with the selected 
one of the plurality of icons (e.g. in response to user selection of the icon, display 
information such as program title, description, channel, pay per view information, or 
reminder information, etc. associated with the selected icon on an area of the display 



Application/Control Number: 10/749,089 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2623 

screen - see include, but are not limited to. figures 7-10. 42, paragraphs 01 15, 01 18- 
0119, 0127-0129. 0154. incorporated by references in their entirely. US 2003/0149988 
A1 (hereinafter referred to as E988). figures 14d-16, 20, and Boyer, figures 16. 27). 

Regarding claim 12, E208 discloses a method as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 1 . 
E208 further discloses the program guide listings include information of the channel 
cun-ently being presented by the provider of the content on the channel and displayed 
additional information of the channel associated with the selected icon (paragraphs 
0067. 01 12-01 13; E988. figure 18c, Boyer, figures 16, 18. 26 paragraph 0102). 
Inherently, when the user selects an icon on the program guide display screen 
associated with content currently being presented by the provider of the content on the 
channel (e.g.. KCBS, CNN, etc.), infomriation relevant to the selected icon will be 
displayed on the first area window (e.g. area for displaying detail infonnation of the 
channel associated with the selected icon - see include, but is not limited to. Boyer, 
figure 16). 

Regarding claim 13, E208 discloses a method as discussed in the rejection of claim 11. 
E208 further discloses the information displayed in the first window area is relevant to 
content to be presented in the future by the provider of content on the channel 
associated with the selected one of the plurality of icons (display on the screen 
additional/detail information of the future program associated with the selected icon - 
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see include, but are not limited to, paragraphs 01 15, 01 17-01 18, and discussed in claim 
12 when an icon associated with future program is selected). 

Regarding claim 14, E208 discloses a method as discussed in the rejection of claim 12. 
E208 further discloses displaying in the display of the remote control device in a second 
window. In response to the user selecting of one of the plurality of icons, information 
relevant to content to be presented in the future by the provider of content on the 
channel associated with the selected one of the plurality of icons (display on portion of 
the screen additional/detail information of the future program associated with the 
selected icon - see include, but are not limited to, paragraphs 0115,0117-0118, and 
discussed in claim 12 when an icon associated with future program Is selected). 

Regarding claim 15, E208 discloses a method as discussed in the rejection of any one 
of claim 11-14. E208 further discloses selected device at the user television equipment 
receives a command from the remote access device and performs appropriate function 
such as recording, set reminder, tuning to selected channel, etc. in response to the 
user selecting of one of the plurality of icons, which are created during setup of the 
favorite page (see include, but are not limited to, paragraphs 0015, 0107-01 10, 0123, 
0134, 0138, 0154, 0160-0163). Thus, in response to the user selecting of one of the 
plurality icons, the remote control device inherently transmit the at least one command 
code associated with the selected one of the plurality of icons during setup of the 
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favorite page so that appropriate function (e.g., tuning, recording, etc.) is perfornied by 
the selected device at the user television equipment. 

Regarding claim 17, E208 discloses the user using the remote access device to 
command displaying of additional/detail information, reminder, etc. of the selected 
program, pay per view program, etc. on the screen, the user also select to close display 
of the additional/detail information, reminder, etc. (for example, after user selects "Ok" 
or "NO" or "Yes" or "Cancel" or when the user select another icon on the program guide, 
see include, but are not limited to, figure 9, paragraphs 0115, 0117-0119, 0154, E988, 
figures 14b-17, Boyer, figure 16). Thus, the limitation of "accepting user input into the 
remote control that functions to expand and contract the first window area in the display 
of the remote control device" is interpreted as receiving user input into the remote 
access device that functions to display additional information, detail infomnation, or 
reminder of the program on an area of the display screen and close the area that 
displayed detail information, reminder, additional information on the screen. 

Regarding claim 18, E208 discloses a method as discussed in the rejection of claim 17. 
E208 (incorporated by reference E988 in its entirely) further discloses expansion and 
contraction of the first window area allows overlay and display, respectively, of a user 
interface page having command function keys simultaneously displayed in the display of 
the remote control and having command function keys activatable to cause the remote 
control device to transmit to one or more of the plurality of appliances further command 
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codes from the command code library (interpreted as expansion of window area 1331 , 
window area 1339, window area 1347, window area 370, or window area 380, in 
response to user selecting of an icon on the program guide such as icon associated 
with currently broadcast program (program being watched) allows the window area 
1331 , 1339, or 1347 overlay program guide, and contraction/removing of the window 
area in response to user selection "No" or "Cancel", or "OK" , or "Yes" on the window 
allows display of the program guide; wherein the program guide has command functions 
keys such as channel buttons, program title buttons, reminder button, etc. that is when 
selected, to cause the remote access device to transmit a command (and inherently 
with a command code selected from the command code library) the a particular device 
at the user televiision equipment to perfomi associated function such as tune to channel 
to receive selected program, command the selected recording device to record selected 
program, etc.- see include, but is not limited to, figures 7 -10, 16-19, paragraphs 0108- 
0110, 0117-0119, , 0134. 0154, 0164. 0220, E988: figures 14b, 14d, 14e, 15a-16, 
paragraphs 0134-0138). 

Regarding claims 19-20, the limitations that corresponding to the limitations of claims 
17-18, and are analyzed as discussed in the rejection of claims 17-18 respectively, 
wherein functions to expand and contract the second window area is interpreted as the 
user selects to display additional infomnation, detail information, or reminder of the 
future program on an area of the display screen and then close the area that displayed 
the reminder, additional information, or detail information of future program (see include. 
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but are not limited to, figure 9, paragraphs 01 15, 01 17-01 19, 0154, E988, figures 14b- 
17, Boyer, figure 16). 

5. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over E208 
as discussed in claim 14 above, and in view of Kondo et al. (US 6,763,522). 

Regarding claim 6, E208 teaches a method as discussed in the rejection of claim 14. 
However, E208 does not explicitly disclose first window area and second window area 
are simultaneously displayed with the program guide page. 

Kondo discloses the event information panel 52 and further event information 
panel 65 or 142 are displayed simultaneously with program guide page which contains 
selected channel icon 54 (see include, but are not limited to, figures 2A-2C). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify E208 to use the teaching of simultaneously displaying first window 
area (which display information of content associated with a selected icon) and second 
window area (which display information of content associated with another selected 
icon) with the program guide screen in order to allow the user to simultaneously see the 
detail/additional information of the selected icons thereby allow the user to compare and 
select a prefer content. 
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Conclusion 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ohno (US 2002/0066099 A1) discloses display controlling apparatus and 
method, and storage medium. 

Ellis et al. (US 2004/01 1 7831 A1 ) discloses interactive television program guide 
system and method with niche hubs. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son P. Huynh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7295. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Son P. Huynh April 4, 2007 




